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Zeus at length consented that Adonis should spend one part of
the year in the world of shadows, and the other in the upper
world. Clearly the monster that deprived Adonis of life is only
a symbol of the frosty winter, before whose freezing blast all
life in nature decays.

In the story of Troy, Aphrodite plays an important part. She
was the original cause of the war, having assisted Paris in his
elopement with Helen. This was his reward for his celebrated
judgment, in which he awarded the prize of beauty to Aphrodite
in preference to Hera or Athene. Besides the Trojan prince
Anchises enjoyed her favours, and she became by him the
mother of the pious hero JSneas.

The goddess appears ever ready to assist unfortunate lovers;
thus she aided the hero Peleus to obtain the beautiful sea-nymph
Thetis. On the other hand, she punishes with the utmost
severity those who from pride or disdain resist her power. This
appears in the legend of Hippolytus, son of Theseus, King of
Athens, whom she ruined through the love of his stepmother
Phaedra; also in the story of the beautiful youth Narcissus,
whom she punished by an ungratified self-love, because he
had despised the love of the nymph Echo.

The Seasons and the Graces appear in attendance on
Aphrodite. Their office is to dress and adorn her. She is
also accompanied by Eros, Pothus, and Himerus (Love, Long-
ing, and Desire), besides Hymen, or Hymenoeus, the god of
marriage.

The Roman "Venus (the Lovely One) was regarded by the
earlier Italian tribes as the goddess of spring, for which reason
April, the month of buds, was held sacred to her. She early
acquired a certain social importance, by having ascribed to her
a beneficent influence in promoting civil harmony and sociability
among men.

After her identification with the Aphrodite of the Greeks,